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The Samaritan Community, rooted in respect, 
hope and healing, provides assistance to meet 
the needs of families and individuals who 
wish to improve their lives. 
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An Evening to Remember!
On Saturday March 9th about 90 friends, staff and volunteers from Samaritan 

Community gathered in Sallye Perrin and John von Briesen’s beautiful home to celebrate 
something wonderful! That something was Sharon Krieger’s 30 years of service to 
Samaritan Community! We also celebrated Barney and Suzanne Farnham’s visionary 
work and leadership begun over 40 years ago, that created what would later become the 
Samaritan Community!

This was a truly special occasion for all in attendance. Not only was it a rare time 
for the Samaritan Community to pause and consider just how much has been accom-
plished; But never had so many in our community had an 
entire evening to eat, laugh, swap stories, share a common 
vision and celebrate the work, love and ministry that con-
nects us all!

Steve Howard, Suzanne Farnham and Sharon Krieger 
all spoke eloquently about our shared journey. We have 
included Sharon’s moving talk in this newsletter. 

All proceeds from this event are going to the newly 
created Farnham Krieger Fund which will enable 
Samaritan to transform more lives of more families in our 
community. As of March 9th, we are halfway to our 
$100,000 goal. Thank you!

— save the date —

Samaritan Community  
Annual Gala Night at  

the Charles Theater

Monday, May 20, 2013 
Mingle and munch, then  
enjoy one of the movies! 

The reception in the lobby  
starts at 6 P.M. with movies  
starting at 7 P.M., but times  

vary, depending on the movie.

Tickets: $60 ($45 tax deductible) 
Patrons: $90 ($70 tax deductible)

For information,  
call 410-669-1229  

or email  
office@samaritancommunity.org.

Remarks on 30 years  
and the new  

Farnham Krieger 
Endowment Fund
I felt a strong call to ministry even as 

a child. As an adult, I was feeling a bit 
unfulfilled and resentful toward my busi-
ness.  I thought life would be just perfect 
if my job was in ministry, and I envied those who could afford to dedicate their lives in 
that way.  Part time volunteering in various ministries only increased this desire for full 
time ministry. And so, when Barney Farnham turned to me in a meeting and said, “I 
want you to help the people who come to the food pantry”, I couldn’t say no, even 
though no salary was attached. I had a lot to learn.

 From Barney I learned that being afraid is no excuse for not taking a risk with 
whatever truth the heart speaks.  My favorite memories of Barney were in times of test, 
wrestling with the fear but forging ahead anyway.  Suzanne was an inspiration of com-
mitment and of taking the time to deeply listen. My favorite memories of Suzanne were 
the many times she would answer the knock at the back door of her home, disappear 
for a few moments and then reappear with the sandwich she had just made for the 
homeless person waiting there. 

 In year one, I quickly learned a great deal more. I learned that ministry is not a job 
or a place; it is wherever and with whomever one finds oneself. It is the ordinary, not 
the dramatic. It is the quiet ways that we can grace and include each other.  It is not 
about me!  The people who come to the Samaritan Community bring their vulnerabil-
ity with them. With whatever it is that brings them to our door, they are seeking com-
passion. We must share our own vulnerability so that we can recognize that our pain, 
our hurt, is the same; so that we can love and serve without judgment.  I learned much 
that first year about grace and gratitude and faithfulness.

  I heard this little poem last week, written by the 14th century Persian poet Hafiz 
and adapted by Greg Boyle for his book Calling of Delight.

“Admit something:
Everyone you see, you say to them, ‘Love me.’
Of course you do not say this out loud; otherwise, someone would call the cops.
Still, though, think about this, this great pull in us to connect.
Why not become the one who lives with a full moon in each eye 
That is always saying, with that sweet moon language,
What every other eye in this world is dying to hear?”
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This Samaritan ministry is all of you. 
It is the whole village, all hearts together, 
and for each other, with no one left out. 
There are no cures, no formulas. There is 
only relationship, community, compas-
sion and love; words so overused, but they 
are the truth of ministry.

Love and compassion comfort in the 
presence of pain, but we still desire and 
are called to do the work of service. We 
are here today because we desire to allevi-
ate misery. The funds raised by the 
Farnham Krieger Fund are intended to 
help people like DK. Last June, this 28 
year old woman was working as a certified 
nursing assistant. She was married with 2 
young children, 3 & 5. Her husband was 
in school full time to become certified as 
a heating and air conditioning technician. 
He also worked part time in a ware house.  
In July DK was diagnosed with stage 4 
breast cancer. Soon after, she lost her job 
because of all the appointments and tests. 
In August, the chemo began. In September, 
her husband had to quit school to care for 
her and the children. By October, they 
were unable to pay their full rent. They 
were evicted on January 24.  Chemo has 
just ended and a double mastectomy is 
scheduled for March 14. There will be 6 
weeks of radiation and 6 weeks of  
recovery.  In February, her husband began 
working part time again. DK can return 
to work in late June. 

If we had been able to give this fam-
ily a grant of $2000, they would not have 
been evicted. They would not have had to 
search for a new apartment that will likely 
cost more than their previous one. They 
would have had less stress, less upheaval, 
less worry. We may only be able to help a 
few of these families each year with the 
funds from this endowment, but for each 
of those few, it will mean everything. This 
endowment is the beginning of some-
thing new, but I hope The Samaritan 
Community will always be able to say in 
word and in action;  all are welcome, you 
are valued, don’t give up, people really do 
care, and we can help.

— Sharon Krieger

Whole Foods, a Wonderful Friend!
This winter, Whole Foods once again went 

above and beyond to help Samaritan Clients in 
need. Jodi Kielman, Marketing Team Leader, for the 
Mt. Washington Store, created the “Grab and Give” 
program for shoppers. The idea was that shoppers at 
the store could “grab” a bag of nutritious groceries 
including tuna, pasta, and other canned goods, and 
then give the bag to Samaritan Community. When 
the promotion was over, Whole Foods had collected 
130 cases of healthy and delicious foods for 
Samaritan clients! What a wonderful and generous 
thing!

We are so grateful to Jodi and all our friends at 
Whole Foods! They are a business that truly cares 
about their community and they live their values 
every day.

Holiday Joy
To all those who made the holidays bright for 

many members of the Samaritan Community with 
contributions of toys, buckets of household supplies 
and holiday food, we thank you.  We are especially 
grateful to the Shambhala Center, Brown Memorial 
Presbyterian Church, St Christopher congrega-
tion of Gibson Island and St. Thomas’ Church, 
Garrison Forest.

Leaving a Legacy
How do you want to be remembered…    

by your family? 
by your community?

While death and taxes are both inevitable, there is a way to handle both that will 
ensure that you have left a legacy of love for others to remember you by.  

Donors who wish to perpetuate the mission of Samaritan Community may 
make a bequest commitment (a statement in one’s written will or estate plan) to 
provide a charitable gift after death.  Bequests may range from cash, publicly traded 
securities, real estate, personal property and even a life insurance policy naming 
Samaritan as the beneficiary.  Your gift may be unrestricted or designated for a spe-
cific purpose and can be a dollar amount or a percentage of a variety of asset(s).  

Both estate taxes and income taxes can be reduced by a gift to Samaritan.  
Bequests will allow you to make a gift today which may protect heirs from tax bur-
dens in the future, while guiding the philanthropic awareness of the next generation.  
If 5% of your estate is directed to Samaritan, it will have an important impact on the 
Samaritan Community with minimal impact on your heirs.  To maintain flexibility, 
you can always change your plan, should your personal needs change.

To leave a legacy that will be remembered, please consult your tax advisor.  There 
are many opportunities available to help you achieve your philanthropic goals while 
addressing your own financial objectives. 
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