
The Samaritan Community, rooted in respect, hope and healing, provides 
assistance to meet the needs of families and individuals who wish to 
improve their lives.

1407 Bolton Street, Baltimore, MD 21218         410.669.1229          www.samaritancommunity.org  
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sSpring 2011 What does it mean to be  
a member of the  

Samaritan Community?
The answer differs from person to person, but at its core, the Samaritan Community is about overcoming 

adversity and building a new life. Jerry is a classic example. “I once was an addict on the street, and 

Samaritan put me on the right road. They helped me become a better person and get back with my wife 

and children. It was hard. Finances are tight and we have to sacrifice, but the kids come first. There are 

times when I don’t know where we would be without the Samaritan Community. I’ve been clean for over 

three years, and I’m getting my self-respect back. Once you lose your self-respect, its’ a hard process to 

restore it. I’m getting so that I can trust myself again. I realize my word is my bond”.  Jerry has learned the 

important lessons of self-worth and integrity through his participation with the Samaritan Community. 

Samaritan Community’s  
annual GALA Night  
at the Charles Theater

Monday, May 23 

Samaritan Community families and individuals 
are among the 20% of Baltimore’s population, 
approximately 121,024 people, who live below the 
poverty line. “Poverty line” masks some harsh reali-
ties. How does an individual live on $10,830 a year 
or less?

The Fair Market Rental for a one-bedroom 
apartment is $1,002. Paying 30% of income, a 
household would have to earn $3,340 monthly to 
afford this. The average cost for a one bedroom 
apartment in a low rent neighborhood starts at $600. 
Some disabled individuals’ sole source of income is 
$674 a month from Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI). Insurmountable housing difficulties are the 
result.

Last year, the Samaritan Community assisted a 
family of four during a medical crisis. The Martins 
would have become homeless without our support. 

Mom and Dad both work. Together, their month-
ly net pay is $1,262. Their rent, in a low rent 
neighborhood, costs $700 a month. With the 
remaining $562, they must pay for utilities, day-
care for one child, transportation, clothing and 
food. Then, there are laundry, school, and cleaning 
supplies for themselves and their two children.

Baltimore’s homeless population, on any given 
day, grew from 2,681 in 2003 to 3,419 in 2009. 
Once homeless, families often have to split up. The 
Samaritan Community works to keep families 
together and offers a helping hand to many who 
are trying to live their lives with dignity.

— Dede Little    

Sources: Greg Sileo, former Director of Community Action, 
Baltimore, Kate Briddell, Director Homeless Services, 
Mayor’s Office of Human Services, U.S. Census Bureau 
online

Members of Women Together recently visited the Maryland Women’s Heritage 
Center. The museum showcases the achievements of hundreds of Maryland 
women throughout history.  Some comments follow:  

“How proud and inspired I felt to know that so many women are treasured, both profes-
sional and nonprofessional. Every day, caring women have enriched so many lives. I pray 
that I can remain humble, fulfilled and I can give something back as they did.”     

“How can anyone believe the wonderful works of these great women? Against all odds, they 
made a difference. I’ll be proud to show my daughter and others the results of their labor.”

“It was a pleasure to read about the persistence of women who became scientists,  
educators, doctors, poets, etc. in light of the opposition at that time.”

Our Baltimore Neighbors Face Tremendous Challenges

A reception in the lobby starts at 6 P.M. with movies 
starting at 7 P.M., but times vary, depending on the 
movie. Mingle and feast on delicious food and wine  
and then enjoy the movies.

Tickets are $50 ($25 is tax deductible) 
Patrons $75 ($50 is tax deductible)

office@samaritancommunity.org or visit online: 
www.SamaritanCommunity.org

Mark your calendar and look for your 
invitation in the mail shortly!
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If you are interested  
in volunteering in the 
Samaritan Community 
Please contact  
Sharon Krieger at 
410.669.1229.

Wondering what  
the Samaritan 
Community pantry 
Needs?

n  mayonnaise
n canned chicken
n juice
n fruit
n cold cereal
n men’s casual pants,  
 (waist sizes 32-38)
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Where did the 
clothes go?

For 20 + years people have been donating 
gently used clothing and household items to 
the Samaritan Community. Items trickled in 
and out without effort. Over time however, the 
donations increased in both number and fre-
quency.  Eventually, every available nook and 
cranny of our limited space seemed to be over-
flowing with donations. So, when an office was 
vacated at the end of the summer, all the cloth-
ing was moved to this new space. With its very 
own designated space, the clothing distribution is now managed entirely by a group of dedicated vol-
unteers; Judith McFadden coordinates the effort, assisted by regulars, Caroline Bradley and Mary 
Clawsey.

 The clothing “shop” is open on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 11am to 1pm. “Up to twelve clients 
visit each day that the shop is open,” says Judith. “Clients come to the shop needing warm winter 
clothes or clothing appropriate for a job interview, or because they’ve lost their wardrobe during a 
disruption in their living arrangement, or some other emergency. Mary, Caroline, and I are there to 
help people find work clothes or a warm coat, sturdy shoes or dress-up clothes for church,” says Judith. 
“We have provided school clothes for children and layette items for newborns,” she said, “but most of 
our clients are adults who need clothing appropriate for the season and for their daily lives. I’d love to 
see us open more days, maybe on a Saturday, and I’d love to have a small group sort and separate the 
clothing on the days before we open each week.” 

Judith adds that the volunteers want clients to find things that make them look good – that fit and 
flatter them. “We enjoy someone walking out with several pieces of clothing that will do more than 
keep him or her warm, but will make him or her feel attractive and put together. It’s fun to see people 
choose things and leave feeling happy.” 

— Dede Little

Many thanks…
Baltimore’s popular grocery emporium in Mt. Washington, Whole Foods, is known 

throughout the community for its many philanthropic endeavors, including helping our 
Samaritan Community. Last November, Whole Foods supported the Samaritan Community 
“Taste of California” fundraiser. Their huge, delicious gourmet salads and desserts were a great hit 
with our guests. We are most grateful for their 
generosity.  

This past December, we received 35 buckets 
of household supplies from members of  
St. Thomas, Garrison Forest Episcopal Church. 
Given out as holiday gifts, they were a wonderful 
surprise for those who received them.  

Many thanks also to both Brown Memorial 
presbyterian Church and St. Christopher by the 
Sea for their continuing support through dona-
tions to the food pantry.


