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Samaritan By the numBerS! 
In 2013, we:
n  Served 1,100 neighborhood   
 residents
n  Provided 5,500 bags of  
 groceries to 370 households
n  Distributed $26,365 to  
 143 individuals and families   
 in need of crisis intervention   
 assistance
n  Empowered 175 men and   
 women to resolve  
 difficult challenges and    
 tackle long-standing  
 problems through group  
 and individual  counseling

and we couldn’t have  
done it without the One  
person who really makes  
a difference – yOu!

the Samaritan Community  
provides assistance to meet the 
needs of families and individuals 
who are in crisis and wish to 
improve their lives. Our program 
is rooted in respect, hope,  
and healing. 

inSide:
n  Samaritan Community  
 and the Druid Hill Y
n Abell Foundation Gift 
n Gala Night at the Charles
n Farewell Sanford
n Meet Our New Team
n Farnham-Krieger Endowment
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Thank you Abell Foundation!
The Samaritan Community was recently awarded a $25,000 grant from The 
Abell Foundation for our Food Pantry and Emergency Assistance Programs.  
The largest amount awarded by the foundation to Samaritan Community to 
date, the grant will further enable us to serve individuals and families in 
Baltimore who need emergency assistance with food, clothing, counseling,  
and finances. 

“The support of The Abell Foundation, a long-time partner of ours, 
helps make our work possible. We don’t receive support from govern-
mental entities. Therefore, our ability to serve the city’s most vulnerable 
depends directly on the support of foundations, individuals, and business-
es,” says Samaritan Community Board President, The Reverend Sanford 
Groff.  “Because of Abell’s particular generosity this year, we are better 
positioned to help more people rebuild and improve their lives. This 
means helping our clients whether they are facing a short-term setback, 
such as needing food for a few days or if they are in the midst of a long-
term crisis, such as homelessness or unemployment.”

Again, thank you Abell Foundation!

All of us at The Samaritan Community are proud that, in 2013 alone, we 
served more than 1,100 neighborhood residents through our programs and 
services, and that we continue to serve the city’s most vulnerable with respect, 
hope, and healing. Yet, behind each of those 1,100 clients, there is a person, a 
story, and a unique point-of-view. 

We recently received a heartfelt letter from one of our clients, Michael. In 
a true act of selflessness, he asked what he could do to help us. We were truly 
touched to receive a five-page letter from Michael on what Samaritan means to 
him, some of which is highlighted below. 

Michael’s letter is a kind reminder of why our dedicated community of  
supporters, volunteers, staff and board members come together – to help 
improve the lives of others, one person at a time.  

My name is Michael...

I have been looking for some way to help out 
Samaritan, so please help them help me...

I got food many times and good food is hard to come 
by when you can’t buy it for yourself. When I was out 
of food I called them and got some healthy food that 
lasted me for some time…

I needed my medicine and had no money and they helped me get it…

On Tuesdays I have breakfast with other clients…eggs, toast, juice, and 
some sort of meat when we can get it. But, that’s not the most important 
thing. The most important thing is the feeling of family that you get at a 
table with friends…we talk about life’s problems…I come out feeling a lot 
better than when I came in…

To make a contribution that will change the life of a Samaritan client, please contact  
Ilene Briskin, Director of Development, 443-438-9286; ibriskin@samaritancommunity.org



SC + Druid Hill Family Center Y
The Samaritan Community is excited about our new partnership with the Druid 
Hill Family Center Y. Thanks to our friendship with the Y, we are able to provide 
passes for those who come to us for emergency assistance and are living with 
chronic health problems. Expanding our services to include ways to help them 
ease their pain and improve their health is so important to us. The following  
notes are expressions of gratitude from three of our members. 

“As a single head of a household of 7, including teens, young adults and 
young grandchildren, I have very little time for myself and with an 
income just under $10,000 a year, I have a lot of stress. I’ve had two 
back surgeries to repair damage and to relieve pain but I still endure pain 
on a daily basis. This membership is a dream come true. Being able to 
exercise and get into water to strengthen the body, stretch the muscles 
and ease the stress is exactly what I have been longing for. Me and my 
body thank you.”

“This means a lot to me. I could never afford something like this. The 
doctor is concerned about my health. I hope to get a second wind…to 
be able to breathe easier. I don’t have friends so I want to meet and be 
with others who are doing good things for themselves. I expect a six 
pack stomach, running, swimming, and basketball...Living!”

“I really am looking forward to becoming part of the Y for health reasons 
- to help me finally reach my goal of weight loss. Becoming part of the Y 
also means becoming a more active part of the community. This is an 
opportunity that I have always wanted, but would never have had,  
without Samaritan Community! I cannot thank you all enough. Oh boy,  
I am ready to start!!” 

The Samaritan Community is also ready to start with new ideas that continue to 
improve the quality of life for others.

Farewell to Sanford 
Our Board Treasurer of four years, The Rev. Sanford Groff Jr., became 

Board President of The Samaritan Community in January 2014. During 
Sanford’s tenure, he inspired us to modernize and upgrade Samaritan’s  
procedures and technology, enabling us to better serve our 
clients as well as to communicate with those funders who 
support our work. Even more importantly than the techni-
cal and financial prowess that Sanford brought to us, 
Sanford’s vision and judgment helps Samaritan to achieve 
more for those we serve. 

Steve Howard, Samaritan’s Past President of the Board, 
stated, “It’s not often that we meet someone with the compassion of a priest, 
the mind of an accountant and the technology skills of an engineer.” But now, 
unfortunately for Samaritan Community, we must say Thank You and Goodbye 
to our Renaissance man, as he has just accepted a position as Associate Rector 
at a parish in Palm Beach Gardens, Florida. 

Sanford leaves Samaritan Community a healthier and more efficient organi-
zation, building upon our recent successes and strengthening us to continue our 
mission of transforming lives and empowering people in crisis.

It will be a joy to see how Sanford will use his many gifts, moving forward, 
to serve those fortunate enough to be a part of his next ministry.

Thank you Sanford!

meet our new  
Fundraising team!

The Samaritan Community is  
happy to announce that Peter dunn, 
former Director of Development, has 
returned to us as our new Director of 
Community Relations. He is tasked with 
soliciting funds for the Farnham-Krieger 
Endowment with the hope that it will 
reach its goal in 2015. ilene Briskin is a 
former member of the Board who is now 
the Director of Development, overseeing 
annual and major gifts, events, grant writ-
ing and reporting, public relations and 
program support. Both Peter and Ilene 
are ably-assisted by emily reichart, 
Development Assistant, who recently 
moved to Baltimore from the Philadelphia 
area, where she was the Coordinator of  
Public Relations at Grand View Hospital. 
The development team is happy to assist 
you with any questions you may have. 
Just call 443.438.9286 or email ibriskin@
samaritancommunity.org. 



Samaritan Community Board member, Lynn Cripps, 

and husband, thomas, are all smiles at the Gala’s 

first-ever silent auction.

(from left): adam allen and david 

nyweide enjoy delicious small bites 

from tapas teatro, which opened 

its doors especially for the Gala.

A Night to Remember

For the past decade the Samaritan COmmunity GaLa niGht 
at the CharLeS has been an occasion for friends to gather and enjoy each 
other’s company before attending a first-run film at the historic Charles Theatre. 
But this year there was much more to celebrate! On Monday, May 19th 
over a hundred people mingled, munched and made a bid to support the 
dynamic work that Samaritan performs daily. With wonderful wines pro-
vided by an anonymous friend, delicious fare from Pat and Qayum Karzai 
of Tapas Teatro and twenty amazing silent auction packages to purchase, 
the celebration reached new heights. More money was raised to support 
families and individuals in crisis than ever before. We are so grateful to all 
those who attended, contributed and volunteered. 

In addition to the new silent auction, the Karzai family graciously 
opened Tapas Teatro Restaurant, usually closed on Mondays, so that our 
guests could comfortably sit and dine. If you did not attend this year, mark 
your calendars to join us on May 18, 2015. This event has blossomed 
into something special!

Samaritan COmmunity  
BOard OF direCtOrS

exeCutive COmmittee
The Reverend Sanford H. Groff Jr., President
Lois Eldred, Vice President
Savonne L. Ferguson, Esq., Secretary

memBerS
Alma Bell
Lynn Cripps
Pam Fleming
Marjorie Forster
Elizabeth Goldsby
Steve Howard
Edwin “Gus” Lewis
James Little
Myshala Middleton, Esq.
Paul Silvestri
Alicia Wilson, Esq.

adviSOry BOard
James Blue
Amy Krulak
Joyce Ramelmeier

Mark your Calendar
May 18, 2015!

Help uS To Help oTHeRS BY SAviNg THe eNviRoNMeNT!
We would like to do our part to save the earth. Please let us know whether or not you 
have email and your preferred method of contact. You may mail this form to:  
 Ilene H. Briskin, Director of Development

The Samaritan Community
1407 Bolton Street
Baltimore, MD 21217

Or better yet, email your preference to ibriskin@samaritancommunity.org. The trees 
you save will thank you.

Name

Address

City / State / Zip Code

Phone    Email

My preferred method of communication:
m  Postal letter
m  Email

If you need additional information, please call 443-438-9286 and a development staff 
member will be happy to help you. 
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Save the Date:

Sunday 
October 26, 2014

Join our  
always-popular  

community  
gathering...  
(details to follow!)

The Farnham-Krieger endowment Fund receives 
support from the K. S. Battye Foundation

The Samaritan Community
1407 Bolton Street

Baltimore, MD 21217

of 

The K. S. Battye Foundation  
has designated $10,000 of its $15,000 
contribution this year to support the 
Farnham-Krieger endowment Fund. 
A dedicated Samaritan supporter, the 
Battye Foundation contributed $5,000 to 
the endowment fund last year as well. 

A small organization with a BiG 
impact, The Samaritan Community is in 
the business of transforming lives. While 
there have been hundreds of people over 
the years who have contributed time and 
resources to make Samaritan Community 
what it is today, there are two people in 
particular who have shaped the organiza-
tion into the force for good that it has 
become. The Reverend F. Lyman (Barney) 
Farnham and Sharon Krieger had the vision 
and the determination to make Samaritan 
Community a loving and effective program 
that promotes the dignity and indepen-
dence of the people we serve.

When The Rev. Farnham asked his 
parishioner, Sharon Krieger, to establish 
and run a counseling program for those 
who came to the food cupboard for the 

poor located within Memorial Episcopal 
Church in Bolton Hill, he founded an out-
reach that has grown to become Samaritan 
Community, an independent full service 
crisis intervention and counseling program, 
led by Ms. Krieger as Program Director. To 
honor both the memory of The Reverend 
Barney Farnham, and Sharon Krieger’s  
30 years of inspired service, Samaritan 
Community established the Farnham-
Krieger Endowment in 2013 to address 
the rising cost and number of requests  
for emergency assistance that we see on  
a daily basis. When the Fund reaches 
$150,000, we will use its proceeds to  
help families and individuals to overcome 
obstacles that prevent them from achieving 
their full potential. 

Although Samaritan Community  
has been one of the only human services 
agencies in Baltimore to expand its emer-
gency assistance in the past few years,  
our current crisis intervention assistance 
stipend averages less than $200 per family. 
When the Endowment is fully funded, we 
will have the ability to take on larger client 

needs that might be resolved with an 
investment of more than $1,000. For 
example, $1,200 would enable a client to 
repair a vehicle used for employment, or 
$1,800 might ensure a family’s stability 
during a medical crisis. With the fund  
currently more than half-way to achieving 
its goal of $150,000, we are hoping to  
use its income for more substantial crisis 
intervention assistance stipends in 2015.  

If you share our vision and want to 
help a neighbor to transform his or her life 
and make our community a more vibrant 
place, please join the K. S. Battye 
Foundation and make a donation to 
Samaritan Community today, putting 
“Farnham-Krieger” in the memo line.  
Thank you for sharing our commitment!

For additional information, please contact 
Peter Dunn, Director of Community 
Relations, 443.438.9286 or  
pdunn@samaritancommunity.org.
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