
WILL YOU JOIN US?
Our Annual “Movie Night Gala”  

at The Charles Theatre
When Seeing a Movie Makes a Difference!

Monday, May 22
Reception from 5:45 to 9:15 pm 

Show times vary, starting at 7 pm

$75 per ticket or $100 per Patron ticket 
(a portion is tax-deductible)

To purchase your tickets, go to:
www.samaritancommunity.org

You can make a big impact on a person’s life by simply going to the 
movies. Please join Samaritan Community at its annual fundraiser at  
the historic Charles Theatre. Savor delicious food from Tapas Teatro, 

enjoy a movie of your choice, and win a fantastic item (or two!) at  
our highly-anticipated silent auction. 

We hope to see you at the movies!
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Sharon Krieger Celebrates  
40 Years at Samaritan 

Has Helped Thousands with Food, Clothing,
Housing, Jobs, and Much More

In 1977, Sharon started volunteering at 
Memorial Episcopal Church’s food 
cupboard, under the direction of The 
Rev. Barney Farnham. Today, we are 
Samaritan Community. With Sharon at 
the helm, we currently serve an estimated 
1,100 people annually through our food 
pantry, Clothing Shop, individual 
counseling, group support, emergency 
financial assistance, and more. 
Sharon, our only full-time employee, has 
accomplished all that she has because of 
her love of people, and also through 
tremendous hard work. She works with 
members from the early morning well 
into the dark of night.  

“She is a warrior in the local battle against loneliness, uncertainty, and 
despair,” says Paul Silvestri, Board President. “There is no ‘off ’ time for 
Sharon. She is an inspiration.”
The primary focus for Sharon has always been on the individual, the 
member, the human being who needs some help. As she says - “each 
member becomes the program.” She takes the time to build true 
relationships with members and learn their unique circumstances and 
personal stories. 
“I am deeply grateful for Sharon’s love and support. She had faith in me 
even when I didn’t. She 
got me back on my feet 
and I am so thankful,” 
says Evelyn. “She is 
totally devoted…I love 
the way she keeps us 
together.”
As for Sharon? She just 
wants one thing, “I 
want people to know 
they are loved.”
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Sharon and Evelyn take a moment to catch up.

The Samaritan Community 
provides assistance to meet the 
needs of individuals and families 
who are in crisis and wish to 
improve their lives. Our 
program is rooted in respect,  
hope, and healing.

SAVE THE DATE!
Charles “Movie

Night Gala”
Monday, May 22

See Back Cover 
For Details

For 40 years, Sharon has welcomed  
all who enter our doors with  

dignity and care.



Meet Judith: Clothing Shop Volunteer  
Who Believes Volunteerism is Always in Fashion

For Judith McFadden, our Clothing Shop volunteer manager, helping members find 
new clothes is about so much more than a new dress or shirt. It’s about how those 
clothes can affect a person and how they feel. There is, for everyone, a sense of pride 
that comes with new clothes, which is often missing in many of our members’ lives. 
“I love it when we put a nice jacket on a man, one that fits and is of good quality…his 
shoulders straighten and his posture improves, says Judith. “Sometimes, women come 
back and show us how they look in the new outfit. A new look works wonders in how 
we feel about ourselves.”
Yet, in her role, she is also a source of support for those either going through a happy 
time or a difficult period.  
“Perhaps they need clothes for a job interview or to wear to church. But, we also see 
people who have lost or gained weight because of illness or medication, and need 

clothing to fit their new body,” she says. “One young mother, unemployed due to a major health crisis and suddenly 
widowed, was able to find school outfits for her two boys. And something pretty for herself.” 
In addition to Judith, other members of Samaritan Community come in to help organize the clothes and household 
items available at the Shop, and to help on the “sales floor”. 
“All of us, helpers and shoppers, really feel like a community, as we hear stories and share good news,” she says. “We 
offer encouragement and give hugs, as needed.”
Whenever asked, Judith shares how lucky she feels being a volunteer. “I tell them I have the best volunteer job! I 
make people look good and feel good about how they look,” she says. “What a blessing.”

As a long-time volunteer and Clothing 
Shop manager, Judith helps members 
find clothes that they need to face both 

happy and difficult times.

Franklin’s Story: A Life Cut Too Short,  
But His Determination Touched Many  

In 1972, when he was only 16 years old, Franklin made a terrible mistake. As a result, 
he spent the next 44 years in prison. When released, Franklin quickly found work and 
was motivated to build a positive life, despite the hurdles he faced. In time, members 
of the Samaritan family and friends of Franklin, Roger and Sandra Fink, brought him 
to see Sharon Krieger, Program Director. Franklin then became the first member to 
receive assistance through our Farnham-Krieger Endowment Fund, which is designed 
to provide qualified members who face complex challenges, like Franklin, with a 
greater investment in their long-term stability.  
Sharon and those at Samaritan Community helped him with a portion of his rent as 
well as nutritious food, clothing, mentoring, and case management. 
“I’ve been so moved by the support and love that Sharon and everyone at Samaritan 
has shown me. I can’t tell you just how much it has meant to me,” said Franklin.
Very sadly, Franklin died of a heart attack this February, after only being out of prison and 
a part of our community for about six months. Yet, Franklin was very clear that those 
were the happiest and proudest months of his life. After an adult life without a home or 
family, he found both at Samaritan. 

“Franklin was as motivated to improve his life as anyone I can remember working with,” recalls Sharon. “He amazed 
us all with his determination, discipline, and gratitude for every kindness and bit of help that came his way.” 
The reason Samaritan Community exists is to support and help people achieve the lives they want to attain. And we 
can think of no better example of this than Franklin. 

Linda Boyd, Co-Program Director, 
works with members, like Franklin, to 
determine how we can best help them.

Samaritan Community Is Now On Facebook!
Like us at: 

www.facebook.com/samaritancommunity



Bridget’s Story: Finding Hope, Healing,  
and a Place to Call Home

Bridget came to us in 
January of 2016, after years 
of difficulty. She was 
recovering from cancer and 
in an unhealthy living 
situation, among other 
things. She needed help 
getting groceries, so a 
neighbor told her about 
Samaritan Community. 

“I’m a person of great faith, 
but I must say, when I 
walked through the doors of 
Samaritan Community, I 
was in a really low place,” 
she recalls. 

She received the food she 
needed and some new 

clothes from our Clothing Shop, where she almost immediately started 
helping out, without even thinking about it. Bridget’s natural inclination to 
help, along with her fashion sense and ease with people was noticed by the 
Shop’s volunteer manager, Judith, who asked Bridget if she would become a 
regular volunteer. Today, Bridget now volunteers every week as a clothing 
advisor to her fellow members.

“Bridget is a godsend to the Clothing Shop,” says Judith. “She is organized, 
likes to keep busy, and is good with our shoppers.”

It was then through Samaritan Community’s newly-created “Housing 
Stability Pilot Program” that Bridget’s life really began to transform. Through 
the program, which provides significant investment for qualified members to 
obtain or retain affordable housing, our Program Director, Sharon, worked 
with a local landlord and found Bridget an apartment of her own. 

“My friends and family at Samaritan helped me with every aspect of my 
apartment…the furniture, bedding, microwave, and more,” Bridget says.  
“Being here uplifted my spirits and made me start caring about life again. I 
felt fully alive for the first 
time since my illness.”

And although Bridget 
has lived through years 
of real difficulty and 
pain, she is positive 
about where she is now 
and where she is going. 

“Looking back on it all 
now, I see that I was 
called to Samaritan 
Community. I was meant 
to be here so I could 
heal,” she says.

Bridget volunteers once a week at the Shop. She has a 
wonderful way with our shoppers.

Bridget helps a fellow member at the Clothing Shop.

SAMARITAN BY 
THE NUMBERS!

In 2016, Samaritan 
Community:

n  Distributed over 7,000 
bags of healthy groceries 
through 1,185 visits to 
our food pantry as well 
as through deliveries 
to local public housing 
residences

n  Launched our “Housing 
Stability Pilot Program,” 
allowing qualified 
members to obtain or 
retain housing

n   Worked with members 
to help tackle 
tremendous challenges 
through 1,300 individual 
counseling sessions

n  Hosted approximately 
818 visits to our long-
standing support groups, 
“Breakfast Club” and 
“Women Together”

n  Provided more than 
300 sessions of case 
management services, 
helping members with a 
wide array of needs 

n  Furnished gently-used 
clothing and household 
items through 928 visits 
to our Clothing Shop

n  Dispersed $30,000 in 
emergency financial 
assistance, helping 
members avert crises 
related to utilities, 
transportation, housing, 
employment, and more

And we couldn’t 
have done it without 

the ONE person 
who really makes a 

difference –

YOU!


