
News
Fall  2015

1407 Bolton Street, Baltimore, MD 21217  |  443.438.9286  |   www.samaritancommunity.org  

“I Will Always Be Grateful to My Samaritan Family”
 We were touched to receive this thank you letter from a former client. It is always gratifying, to all of us at 
Samaritan, to better understand the impact our work makes in a person’s life. 

Dear Samaritan Community,
 Last year, I was between a rock and a very hard place 
scrambling to pay rent, utilities, and buy groceries. I called 
everywhere for help, but was repeatedly told they were out 
of funds, or I lived in the wrong neighborhood. I moved to 
an even cheaper apartment while continuing my job search 
and my mother helped some when she was able, but I was 
desperate and losing hope.
 One day, I chatted with a kind neighbor who told me 
about Samaritan Community. When I came for the first 
time, I met Bill Johnston. He stood with the door opened 
wide, smiling like he’d seen an old friend return home. That 
simple act of kindness meant the world to me! 
 Your pantry staff and the other Samaritan Community 

members were all so genuinely warm and loving. You gave me a bag of good food, and helped 
me with my rent payment and bus fare to job interviews, as well as assisting with my job 
search. And most of all, you gave me the love, respect and hope I needed to succeed!
 With your help, I landed a wonderful new job helping others to achieve their 
entrepreneurial goals. I will always be grateful to my Samaritan Family! 
Love, 
L.T.

Bill Johnston, counselor at 
Samaritan, regularly works with 

many people to help cope and 
overcome challenges they face. 

SAMARITAN COMMUNITY  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Paul Silvestri, President 

Marjorie Forster, Vice-President 
Jeffrey Quinn, CPA/ABV, Treasurer 
Savonne Ferguson, Esq., Secretary

MEMBERS
Alma Bell 

Lynn Cripps 
Pam Fleming 

Elizabeth Goldsby 
Steve Howard 
Edwin Lewis 
James Little 

Myshala Middleton, Esq. 
Alicia Wilson, Esq.

ADVISORY BOARD
Amy Krulak 

Joyce Ramelmeier
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and wish to improve their 
lives. Our program is rooted 
in respect, hope, and 
healing.
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Will You Join Us?
Taste of the Mediterranean  
An Evening of Cuisine, 
Cocktails, and Creativity
We invite you to indulge in fine Mediterranean 
fare, savor regional wines, and create your own 
artistic masterpiece – all while supporting the 
work we do at “Taste of the Mediterranean.”

To purchase your tickets, please visit www.samaritancommunity.org  
or send payment to: 1407 Bolton Street, Baltimore, MD 21217.

Sunday, Oct. 18, 2015, 6 – 9 pm
Main Building: MICA

1300 W. Mt. Royal Ave. • Baltimore, MD 21217
$75 per person (pre-paid) • $95 per person (at the door)

Friends of Samaritan have a thoroughly 
wonderful time at last year’s  

Taste of Europe Gala.
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Samaritan’s Newest 
Volunteer -  
A Lifelong 
Commitment to 
Helping Others

As an active 
member of the 
U.S. Coast 
Guard for 
more than  
20 years, Jim 
Larson, 
Samaritan’s 
newest 
volunteer, has 
built a career 

on helping others. Whether it’s 
teaching law enforcement, or directing 
port operations, his work and 
leadership has always focused on 
helping others. It is this commitment 
that brought Jim to Samaritan as a 
weekly volunteer who picks up  
and delivers the fresh food and 
groceries provided to our food  
pantry from Whole Foods Market  
Mt. Washington. 
 “Having moved around several 
times during my Coast Guard career,  
I have always felt the duty to help out 
in our adopted communities,” says 
Jim, who initially learned of Samaritan 
through the Jewish Volunteer 
Connection. 
 Jim is in good company. He is 
one of 45 dedicated volunteers who 
give their time and talents to help the 
1,100 individuals and families we 
serve annually. And despite the large 
number of people his efforts help,  
his reason for volunteering is very 
personal. 
 “Another reason I enjoy helping 
out at Samaritan Community is that I 
think it’s important that my kids see 
me helping our community. I hope 
that I can positively influence their 
sense of duty through my actions,”  
he says.
 Whatever the reason, we are 
deeply grateful to Jim and to all of  
our volunteers for all that they do  
for Samaritan and the people we 
proudly serve. 

Jim Larson carries groceries 
to our Food Pantry

Our Brand New Look – 
A New Website, Logo, and More  
Tells the World Who We Are
 Samaritan Community’s culture has been that nobody, whether a 
board member, client, volunteer, or staff member is treated any 
differently than another. There are no labels, just people. 
 “Walls that typically divide people in society don’t exist here,” says 
Sharon Krieger, Program Director.
 While this culture is clear at Samaritan, it became apparent that our 
brand, including our website, logo, and colors, didn’t fully reflect who 
we are to the outside world. With the guidance, generosity, and creativity 
of Baltimore-based company Human Being Productions, we are proud 
to announce our new “look”. 
 We have launched our new website, still at samaritancommunity.org. 
With more dynamic tools, features, images, and content, you just have 
to check it out for yourself to see what all the excitement is about.

 And, as you can see, we have a new 
logo. It is a product of months of 

collaboration with all here at 
Samaritan. It reflects the true 

equality of all our members, 
the support we all give to 
each other, and the real 
community here.

Lights, Camera…Samaritan! 
 This past May, we held our annual Movie Night Gala at the 
Charles Theatre. It was a great time with friends and supporters enjoying 
wonderful food, prepared by Tapas Teatro, and a movie of their choice 
at the historic Charles Theatre. Plus, the evening’s silent auction was 
again a huge success, raising over $3,000 from Baltimore restaurants, 
entertainment venues, as well as services in art, jewelry, fashion, and more. 
 It was a great joy to witness so many of our friends enjoying the 
evening, celebrating the wonderful work Samaritan Community does, 
and delighting in the success stories of our clients. We are deeply grateful 
to the Charles Theatre, Tapas Teatro, and all of the businesses and 
individuals who made it a night to remember. We look forward to seeing 
you there next year! 

Samaritan Community 
friend, Janet Simons,  

hopes to place a winning  
bid at the evening’s silent 

auction, which raised  
more than $3,000.

(from left) Sharon Krieger, 
Program Director; Ilene 
Briskin, Development 

Director; Pam Fleming, 
Board Member; and Paul 
Silvestri, Board President 

come together at the Charles

(from left) Board members, 
Alicia Wilson Esq. and 

Myshala Middleton Esq.  
are all smiles while 

celebrating Samaritan’s work.



Creating Healthy Relationships: 
Samaritan’s New Lunch Bunch 
Program

Through our newest program, Lunch 
Bunch, participating members are changing 
their relationships with food and building 
new bonds with each other. With Lisa Keir 
as the group’s talented leader, participants 
learn about healthy cooking. They read 
labels, learn cooking techniques, discuss 
how to make a meal from a few ingredients, 
and discover substitutions for salt, sugar, 
and fat. The results can be life-changing.

 “I came with the attitude that I knew 
how to cook, but this has allowed me to see 
how much healthier I can cook, what to buy 
and how to prepare it,” says one member. 

 Together, group members and Lisa 
select a menu, prepare the dishes, share the meal, and clean up. They even save 
their scraps and compost them. Through these activities, a lot more than a meal 
is created. New and meaningful relationships are formed. 

 “Our group feels like a family unit. I am learning to be more compassionate 
and understanding of others,” says another member.

Lisa Keir, Lunch Bunch’s leader, teaches 
members about healthy cooking. 

SAMARITAN BY THE 
NUMBERS!

In 2014, we proudly served 
1,092 individuals, families,  
and children.

We also:

n  Distributed more 
than $100,000 in fresh 
groceries

n  Provided crisis 
intervention and long-
term counseling to 190 
individuals

n  Furnished quality used 
clothing and household 
items to 222 families in 
need

n  Sustained 111 households  
facing crises through 
$27,581 in emergency 
financial assistance.

And we couldn’t have  
done it without the  
ONE person who really 
makes a difference – YOU!

Our New Communication Club:  
Discovering Joy Through the Written Word
 Led by volunteer tutor, Bev Sanderson, the Communication Club began to meet 
in April to focus on reading, writing, listening and telling skills. The members recognize 
that thinking and reflecting are two of the most important parts of communication. 
Everyone in the group shares their stories and connects to other stories in books, fiction, 
non-fiction, and poetry.  The focus is on the club’s participants, who are the real energy 
in this endeavor.   
 Bev, a former Baltimore County special education teacher, partnered with Dr. Ann 
Bain, a learning disability specialist, to design an assessment and tutoring program 
for Samaritan Community members. But the club has gone beyond the initial design 
to become an avenue for community members to learn about themselves and value 
themselves as they discover the wider world.
 Club members have read poems by Maya Angelou as well as James McBride’s  
The Color of Water and The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander.  Sometimes the 
morning meeting may include a discussion concerning different aspects of language,  
like the recent investigation of metaphors.
 “Homework” assignments usually reflect the week’s focus.  Participants may write a poem about their thoughts 
following a group discussion and others may be asked to think about what they want to say, and how they would 
say it, so that they can dictate their ideas at the next meeting.  Most impressively, some members of the group have 
begun on their own to read for pleasure, a real tribute to the impact of this initiative.  
 Bev stated “I am awed to be in the company of these wonderful people.”  And Bev, we are awed by your 
dedication, compassion and skill.  

Beverly Sanderson uses the 
written word to lead discussions 

among members



A More Secure Samaritan
 The Herbert Bearman Foundation “funds projects that enrich 
the lives of our local, national and global communities.” As a result 
of a generous grant from the Bearman Foundation, Samaritan 
Community installed much-needed security improvements to our 
facility, including a newly repaired front door and intercom system, 
as well as security improvements to our elevator. 

“The security and safety of our clients, staff, and 
volunteers are our top priority,” says Board President, 
Paul Silvestri. “In fact, many people escape potentially 
dangerous situations and come here, to Samaritan, to  
feel safe. So, to be able to provide an additional sense  
of security is an important accomplishment.”  

 This is the third grant Samaritan Community has received from the Bearman Foundation in the past six 
years. Past grants have enabled us to renovate our pantry and common areas. These improvements included 
expanding the pantry storage space and refrigeration capacity, updating our bathroom, and adding new carpeting, 
paint and lighting throughout Samaritan Community’s space. Our first grant from The Bearman Foundation, in 
2010, enabled us to expand our client services. We are deeply grateful to The Herbert Bearman Foundation for 
all of their generous support!

Food pantry volunteer, Coleen McCarty,  
uses our new intercom system to talk to a client 
outside, before the pantry opens. New security 

measures were installed to help ensure the safety  
of our clients, volunteers, and staff.
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